
BATHROOM
INSTALLATIONS
A complete guide to Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd’s planning,
management and installation of your new bathroom

Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd  |  01234 325620  |  info@christyplumbing.co.uk



A new bathroom is one of the most rewarding improvements
you can make to your home. 

Whether you're replacing an outdated suite, creating a
luxurious en-suite, or designing a practical family bathroom,
careful planning will help ensure a smooth installation and an
excellent finished result.

At Christy Plumbing & Heating, we understand that a
bathroom renovation can feel overwhelming. There are
important decisions to make regarding layout, fixtures,
plumbing, heating, lighting, flooring, and budget. This guide
has been created to help you understand the process and
make informed choices every step of the way.

Inside this guide you'll find practical advice on:
Planning your bathroom project (p9)
Setting a realistic budget (p17)
Choosing bathroom fixtures and fittings (p11)
Plumbing and heating considerations (p13)
Lighting and ventilation requirements 
Flooring and wall finishes (p14)
Storage solutions (p15)
Your bathroom design checklist (p18)

the perfect bathroom
Helping you plan
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Creating Bathrooms Built to Last
A new bathroom is one of the most important investments you can make in your home. It’s a space you
use every day, so it needs to be practical, comfortable, beautifully finished and built to stand the test
of time. At Christy Plumbing & Heating, we believe that quality bathroom installations start with
experience, attention to detail and a commitment to doing things properly. 
Established in 2010 but backed by more than 40 years of hands-on plumbing and heating expertise, we
have built our reputation on delivering exceptional workmanship and outstanding customer service.
What began as a local family business has grown into a trusted team serving homeowners across
Bedfordshire, Milton Keynes and the surrounding areas. 

Experience You Can Trust
When you choose Christy Plumbing & Heating, you're choosing a team that understands every aspect of
bathroom installation. From initial plumbing and pipework through to showers, baths, toilets, basins,
heating and finishing details, our experienced engineers ensure every element works perfectly
together. 
Our team includes highly skilled plumbing and heating engineers, surveyors and support staff who work
together to deliver a smooth, professional experience from the first consultation to the final handover.
We take pride in providing honest advice, practical solutions and clear communication throughout your
project.

About us
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A family business 
with local values
As a family-run (husband & wife)  company, we believe in

building long-term relationships with our customers. Many

homeowners return to us for future projects and recommend

us to friends and family because they know they can rely on

our team to deliver quality work with integrity and care. 

We treat every home as if it were our own, taking care to

keep work areas tidy, minimise disruption and ensure every

detail meets our exacting standards before we consider the

job complete.

Your Bathroom, Designed Around You

Every homeowner has different priorities. Whether you're

creating a luxurious family bathroom, a practical en-suite, a

stylish wet room or updating an outdated space, we take

the time to understand your needs and recommend solutions

that suit your lifestyle, budget and property.

Our goal is simple: to create a bathroom you'll enjoy using

every day, installed by professionals who genuinely care

about delivering the best possible result.

Why Homeowners Choose Christy Plumbing & Heating

✓ Over 40 years of plumbing and heating experience

 ✓ Established local family business since 2010

 ✓ Skilled and fully qualified installation team

 ✓ Quality workmanship and attention to detail

 ✓ Honest advice and transparent quotations

 ✓ Professional, reliable and customer-focused service

 ✓ Trusted by homeowners across Bedfordshire and beyond 

When you invest in a new bathroom, invest in experience,

quality and craftsmanship. That's the Christy Plumbing &

Heating difference.
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Customer
reviews

Ryan, Harry & Lawrence recently carried out a complete bathroom refurbishment for me, &
I’m absolutely delighted with the result. The standard of work was fantastic throughout, &
the finished bathroom looks even better than I’d imagined. The lads worked incredibly hard,
especially as they were doing it during some really hot weather. Nothing was too much
trouble, & they just got on with the job without any fuss. What I really appreciated was how
honest & straightforward they were. They explained everything clearly, kept me updated
along the way, & were upfront about any issues & costs, so there were no surprises. They’re
a great bunch of guys—professional, reliable, hardworking, & good to have around. The
whole experience was stress-free from start to finish, & I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend
Christy Plumbing to anyone looking for quality work at a fair price. Thanks again, lads!

Daphne Silva

Sam & Callum recently transformed my entire en-suite, including re-tiling, fitting a
new floor, & painting the walls & ceiling. From the outset, they were friendly,
approachable, & easy to talk to about exactly what I wanted, which made the
whole process straightforward & stress-free. They were always professional,
reliable, & respectful of my home, & I felt completely comfortable having them
around. The quality of their work is excellent, and I’m absolutely delighted with the
finished result. I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend them to anyone looking for skilled
& trustworthy tradespeople. I’ll definitely be getting back in touch when I’m ready
to renovate my cloakroom and family bathroom.

Aaron Lowe

Christy’s recently tiled our downstairs toilet, and what a difference it has made! It
wasn’t the easiest job either – my walls are wonky, the wooden boxing was falling
apart. To make things even more interesting, I chose small, metro tiles I wanted in
herringbone style. They were really professional, paid great attention to detail, and
it’s exactly what I was hoping for. The room is transformed and I show it off to all
my visitors.

Carol Tiverton
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 help you
How we can 

Here’s a little bit about the services we offer our customers

Create a bathroom that combines practical
functionality with elegant design, delivering comfort,
style, and lasting quality for everyday use.

Transform your bathroom with a modern shower
room installation, thoughtfully designed to maximise
space, comfort, and usability.

We install custom en-suites that blend style,
functionality, and convenience, creating a
comfortable extension of your bedroom.

Our cloakroom installations are tailored to make
efficient use of space, delivering practical solutions
without compromising on style.

Bathrooms

Shower Rooms

En suites

Cloakrooms
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OUR PROCESS
If you already have a clear vision,

including a layout or drawing, a list of
chosen products, and a realistic budget,
we’d be delighted to book you in for a
free site survey. During this one-hour

visit, we’ll take accurate measurements
and discuss practical details to help

finalise your estimate.

If you're still exploring ideas or want support
with layout, design, or technical decisions, we

offer a dedicated one-hour technical
consultation at your home for a flat rate of

£90.00, which includes:
Discussion of your space, vision, and goals 
Advice based on your budget and needs 

Guidance on materials, finishes, and layout 
Spotting any potential issues before work

begins 
If you go ahead with our full installation service,
that £90 will be deducted from your final bill. 

You know what you want If you are starting from scratch

Works booked in

Payment options agreed & deposit paid 

You ACCEPT the quote

Christy Plumbing & Heating 
produce a written quote.

We will re-survey to see if those choices will work
or not and achieve what you want. Once finer

details decided upon:

We will forward all information from your technical
consultation to a bathroom designer, who we may

encourage you to meet to choose some products and
make further decisions.

Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd  |  01234 325620  |  info@christyplumbing.co.uk

7

Christy Plumbing & Heating 
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Create your dream bathroom now and pay in manageable 
monthly instalments to suit your budget.

& finance options
Pay monthly
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Every successful bathroom installation starts with good planning.

Before selecting products or arranging installation dates, consider the following:
Your Requirements - Ask yourself:
• Who will be using the bathroom?
• Is it a family bathroom, en-suite or cloakroom?
• Do you require accessibility features?
• Would a bath, shower or both best suit your needs?

Setting a Budget
Establishing a budget early helps avoid unexpected costs later. An average
standard bathroom will need a budget of £10-15,000.
Remember, you will need to allow for:
• Bathroom suite , fittings & installers
• Plumbing work
• Electrical work
• Tiling and flooring
• Decoration
• Contingency funds for unforeseen issues

We recommend setting aside approximately 10-15% of your budget for
unexpected costs that may arise during installation.

new bathroom
Planning your
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space
Measuring the

Accurate measurements are essential.

Consider:
• Room dimensions
• Door positions
• Window locations
• Existing pipework & soil stacks
• Ceiling height
• Available storage areas

Accurate measurements can help prevent costly mistakes and ensure products fit
correctly. There’s a grid at the end of this guide for you to make an initial drawing.
Alongside this, take lots of photos of your ‘before’ bathroom.
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 Designing
your bathroom

A well-designed bathroom should combine practicality, comfort and style.

Layout considerations
Think carefully about:
• Toilet positioning
• Basin location
• Bath or shower placement
• Access routes
• Storage requirements including furniture

A well-planned layout improves usability while making the most of available space.

Lighting
Good lighting can transform a bathroom.  Consider:
• Ceiling lighting
• Mirror lighting
• Feature lighting
• Natural daylight

All electrical installations must comply with current safety regulations.

Ventilation
Proper ventilation helps prevent:
• Condensation
• Damp
• Mould growth
• Damage to decorations and furnishings

Extractor fans are often essential for maintaining a healthy bathroom environment.
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Choosing your

Selecting the right products is key to creating a bathroom you'll enjoy for years to come.

Baths
Options include:
• Standard baths
• Freestanding baths
• Corner baths
• Shower baths

Showers
Popular choices include:
• Walk-in showers
• Shower enclosures
• Wet rooms
• Over-bath showers

Toilets
Modern options include:
• Close-coupled toilets
• Wall-hung toilets
• Rimless designs
• Soft-close seats

Basins
Choose from:
• Pedestal basins
• Vanity units
• Countertop basins
• Wall-mounted designs

bathroom suite
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considerations
Plumbing & heating

Before installation begins, you should assess the existing services
to ensure they are suitable for the works you want doing.

This includes:

• Water pressure checks so your new taps work properly
• Pipework condition
• Drainage arrangements to allow sufficient fall from the   
   shower, bath & basin
• Boiler performance to create enough heat & hot water 
   for the bathroom
• Heating requirements

Additional work may be required if fixtures are being relocated or
upgraded.
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Walls, floors &

The finishing materials you choose will have a major impact on the overall
appearance of your bathroom.

Wall Finishes
Options include:
• Ceramic tiles
• Porcelain tiles
• Decorative wall panels / aquapanels
• Moisture-resistant paint

Flooring
Popular choices include:
• Tiles
• Luxury vinyl flooring
• Waterproof laminate flooring

Always select slip-resistant materials where possible.

Accessories
Complete your bathroom with:
• Mirrors
• Heated towel rails
• Storage cabinets
• Shelving
• Towel holders
• Decorative features

finishing touches

14
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Bathroom 

Storage is one of the most overlooked parts of a bathroom design. Get it right and your space stays

calm, tidy and easy to live with. Get it wrong and you'll be fighting clutter every single day. Here are

some ideas worth considering.

1. Use alcoves and recesses

If your bathroom has alcoves, make the most of them with built-in shelves or cabinets. Recessed shelving in

stud walls (especially around concealed cisterns) uses space that would otherwise go to waste.

2. Think above and below the basin

Wall-hung vanity units free up floor space and make the room feel bigger. Add a mirrored cabinet above for

double the storage without extra footprint.

3. Raise the bath

Lifting your bath a few inches allows shallow drawers underneath - perfect for toilet rolls, cleaning products

or children's bath toys. Hidden but close to hand.

4. Use vertical space

Tall, slim shelving units slot beside a basin or shower and take up minimal floor space. Floating shelves keep

towels and toiletries accessible without cluttering surfaces.

5. Repurpose furniture

Vintage cabinets, bookcases and even kitchen trolleys can be repurposed as bathroom storage. A

freestanding unit gives flexibility and character.

6. Baskets and trays

Wicker baskets are affordable, look good and come in all sizes. A bath tray keeps essentials tidy and doubles

as a relaxation spot for candles or a book.

7. Use the back of doors

Hooks, wire baskets or magnetic strips on the inside of cabinet doors create extra space for hair dryers,

cleaning supplies or small tools like tweezers and nail clippers.

8. Sloped ceilings and awkward spaces

False walls with push-latch doors can turn dead space behind sloped ceilings into useful cupboards. Tambour

doors work well where there isn't room for a hinged door to swing open.

Storage Solutions



Mrs Christy's Personal Recommendations
Do try and put a lot of thought into designing a room that you will be in a lot - and make sure you fill it with

items you will love looking at. Many customers favour grey tones currently, but I would recommend showing a

bit of personality with a pop of colour. Make it easy to clean and if you want a big basin - get a big basin !

Love it - do not settle.

It's tempting to go for cheap materials for your bathroom because of budget, but that bathroom may look like

it’s from a magazine shoot for a few months - give it a year and it will look cheap. Edges will fray, the grout

will look yellow and leaks will appear. The other temptation is to commission cheap labour, where builders or

handymen who say they can fit bathrooms do not prepare the room fully and they cut corners. They then

bodge the job in with wonky worktops, plastic pipe, no access to taps or toilet parts for future maintenance,

and poor finishes. 

So my advice? Get long-lasting, good quality materials and installers who care about the room from the

bones up and who allow for easy access for future maintenance issues.

Showrooms to Visit (most are by appointment only)

Plumb City Bedford - 2 Sergeants Way, Bedford MK41 0EH - 01234 327407

City Plumbing Kempston - Woburn Industrial Estate, Wolseley Rd, Kempston, Bedford MK42 7EF - 01234 846070

Brand Recommendations

Baths: Ideal Standard, Armitage Shanks, Carronite

Showers: Mira, Aqualisa

Basins & Toilets: Ideal Standard, Armitage Shanks, Roca

Enclosures: Coram, Merlyn

Trays: Mira , Merlyn

Furniture: Howdens, Ideal Standard

Flooring: Hatters of Bedford, Karndean

Aquapanels: Fibo, Multipanel

Tiles: Topps Tiles Bedford 

Taps: Hansgrohe, Franke, Ideal Standard, Villeroy & Boch
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A realistic budget
How much does a new bathroom cost in 2026?

A renovation can transform your bathroom into a modern, luxurious space and may add value to your property.

But home improvement projects can be expensive, so it helps to set a realistic budget before you start. Here

are average costs from the Building Cost Information Service (BCIS) for 2025.

Average New Bathroom Costs (2025)

Terraced house (approx. 3.5 m2):  £6,640 – £12,100

Semi-detached (approx. 4 m2):  £7,230 – £13,150

Detached house (approx. 6.5 m2):  £11,350 – £20,650

These prices include removing the existing bathroom, installing new units (bath, basin, WC, vanity unit), fittings, flooring,

wall tiling and decoration.

What Affects the Cost?

• Where you live

• Age and condition of your property

• Ease of access to plumbing

• How long the job takes

• Quality of fittings and fixtures

• Whether the fitter is disposing of waste

• Whether additional specialists (tilers, electricians) are needed

Tips to Save Money

• Find your own fitter rather than using the retailer's installer

• Consider a refresh (painting, regrouting, new taps) before a full renovation

• Avoid moving plumbing or waste pipes if possible – this adds significant cost

• Install water-efficient products (shower timers, dual flush) for long-term savings

Can a Bathroom Add Value to Your Property?

A new bathroom could boost your property value by 2–5%. Adding an extra bathroom, en suite or downstairs loo could

add 3–7%. For best resale value, opt for light, timeless finishes and ensure a healthy ratio of bathrooms to bedrooms.

Experts advise against replacing the only bathtub with a walk-in shower – it can put off buyers with young families.

Source: Which? / Building Cost Information Service (BCIS) 2025
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CHRISTY PLUMBING & HEATING
Bathroom Design & Installation Checklist

CUSTOMER DETAILS

Customer Name:

Address:

Phone / Email:

Survey Date:

Surveyor Name:

Notes:

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Project Type (tick all that apply):

Full Renovation - bathroom Ensuite Wet Room
Partial renovation - bath into shower
area Cloakroom Disability Adaptation

Target Budget: Target Completion
Date:

Notes:

SITE ACCESS & LOGISTICS

Is parking available on site?

Storage space for materials (e.g. panelling needs to be stored flat and can be large - 8ft x 4ft)

Clear access to bathroom

Restrictions (stairs, narrow halls, new carpets or decoration)

Notes:

Is there space for a skip off road for the rubbish?

Do you have other toilet and washing facilities to use  while this room is being renovated?

Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd  |  01234 325620  |  info@christyplumbing.co.uk
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Tick the box for YES & put more detail in the Notes sections

Work through this checklist to help you plan your new bathroom and send a copy to our surveyor
so he is prepared for his visit.

Shower Room



CEILINGS & VENTILATION

Does the ceiling need plasterboarding or plastering?

Paint existing ceiling in white matt emulsion

Extractor fan required

Is the ceiling at different heights?

Inline extractor fan (ducted)

Window ventilation only so no extract fan required

Loft insulation above bathroom

Ceiling height: ___mm

Notes:

ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS

Recessed spotlights downlights  (qty: ___)

LED strip lighting

LED illuminated mirror

Wall lights

Heated mirror pad (demister)

Towel rail isolator switch

Shower isolator switch

Consumer unit upgrade required

Position of pull cord  in the room_________________________________________________

Have a clear idea of the position of all switches and sockets

All electrical circuits to current regulations

Sensor/motion activated lighting

Notes:

Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd | 01234 325620 | info@christyplumbing.co.uk
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Single light fitting 

Shaver socket



WALL FINISHES

Full height tiling

Half height tiling

Tiling in shower area only

Wall panels or Aquaboards  

Paint (moisture resistant) ________________________________________(Colour)___________________________

Grout colour: _____________________________________

Trim finish: Chrome / White / Brushed / Other ____________________

Window reveal: Tiled / Panel / Paint

Silicone/Sealant colour ____________________________

Half height aquapanels

Skirting boards

Waterproof plasterboards (e.g. Hardie Backer) will be required

Notes:

FLOORING

Floor tiles

Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT)

Vinyl sheet flooring (aka ‘lino’)

Wet room tanking & tiling

Floor preparation required

Underfloor heating

Door threshold bar required

Notes:

Overboarding

Self levelling compound

Composite flooring

Karndean flooring

Laminate flooring

Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd | 01234 325620 | info@christyplumbing.co.uk
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Full height aquapanels

Aquapanels in shower area only

Walls will need plastering

Coving

Wood flooring



SHOWER

Electric shower

Mixer shower (thermostatic)

Digital shower

Power shower

Body jets

Shower tray (stone resin / acrylic)

Shower door (hinged / sliding / bi-fold)

Frameless glass screen / wet room panel

Wall panels behind shower

Finish of shower: Chrome / Black / Brass / Other

Finish of waste   Chrome / Black / Brass / Other

Grab rails QTY _______________Colour___________________________

Shower seat  Fixed Folding __________________________Portable ___________

Anti-slip tray or flooring

Tray height: Low profile / Raised / Wetroom former/Walk in

Rainfall shower above 

Adjustable handset 

Walk in shower

Wet room

Shower enclosure

Notes:
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Enclosure shape: Quadrant / Rectangular / Square

Niche / recessed shelf in shower

Accessories /soap holder etc



BATH

Standard fitted bath

P shaped bath

L shaped bath

Freestanding bath

Shower over bath

Whirlpool bath

Easily accessible bath

Coloured bath ____________________________________________________

Bath panels (front/end) - Style: Plastic / Tiled / Wood / Other _________________

Bath waste

Taps:  Separate hot & cold / Wall mounted / Filler / Bath-shower-mixer

Finish of taps: Chrome / Black / Brass / Other ____________________________

Grips / Grab rails  QTY _______________Colour___________________________

Fixed bath screen (sail or rectangular shape)

Infold bath screen

L shaped bath screen

Curved bath screen

Pivot bath screen

Other bath screen: ___________________________________________

Notes:
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Notes:

Finish of towel rail/radiator: Chrome / Black / White / Other

Radiator collars to hide hole between pipework and floor/wall

Type of control on towel rail/radiator (and where): ___

Dual fuel towel rail

Electric towel rail

Underfloor heating

Radiator

Towel rail (heated by your boiler)

11. HEATING
HEATING

Straight or Curved



BASIN & VANITY

Wall-hung basin

Pedestal basin

Vanity unit basin

Counter-top basin

Semi recessed basin

Coloured basin ____________________________________________________

Mono mixer tap  Standard height ________________________Tall____________

Separate hot & cold taps/2 tap holes

Wall-mounted tap

Brassware finish: Chrome / Brushed / Gold / Black / Other

Waste type (rotary/flip/clicker/pop up/plug & chain/other)

Basin width 

Worktop material: ____________________________________________(Colour)_________________________________

Under-basin storage / drawers _______________________________________

Notes:

WC REQUIREMENTS

Close-coupled WC

Wall-hung WC

Back-to-wall WC

Comfort raised height WC

Standard height WC

Soft-close seat

Standard seat

Concealed cistern /boxed in

Toilet roll holder

Toilet brush holder

Heated toilet

Smart toilet

Bidet

Coloured toilet _____________________________________________________

Notes:
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MIRRORS & STORAGE

Plain mirror (frameless)

LED illuminated mirror

Mirror cabinet with shelves

Recessed mirror cabinet

Shaver socket in cabinet

Power supply required

Separate wall shelves

Freestanding storage cupboard

Notes:

BOXINGS & PIPEWORK

Boxing required for pipework

Boxing required for soil pipe

Boxing size: ___mm x ___mm

Finish: Tiled / Panelled / Painted

Access panel required /removable panels for future maintenance

Pipework (above floor) finish: Chrome / Copper / Plastic

Notes:

DECORATION

Ceiling painting required

Wall painting (above tiles)

Woodwork painting (door, door frame, skirting)

Colour: ____________________________________

Finish: Matt / Eggshell / Satin

Wallpaper feature wall

Decorative moulding

Silicone (colour): _____________________________________

Notes:

Power supplies for mirrors, shavers or cabinets

Heated mirror

Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd | 01234 325620 | info@christyplumbing.co.uk
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JOINERY & BUILDING

Walls to be moved or built

Doorway to be moved

New internal door, handles and architrave

Other insulation required

Window relocating or new one in room

Window board/sill

Door bar

Vanity furniture (style/colour)

Fitted furniture (style/colour)

Notes:
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Worktop material: ____________________________________________(Colour)_________________________________



HEATING & HOT WATER

Gravity fed system with hot water storage cylinder

Gas fired combi boiler

Mains fed unvented system

Don't know

Notes:

BOILER/CYLINDER INFORMATION

Boiler Make______________________________________Model __________________________Location ____________________

Cold water storage tanks

Air or Ground Source Heat Pump

Shower Pump   ________Location _________________________________

Other: ___________________________________________________________________________

Notes:

LIKES & DISLIKES ABOUT CURRENT BATHROOM

Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd | 01234 325620 | info@christyplumbing.co.uk
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WHAT'S YOUR STYLE?

Traditional

Ultra modern

Easy living

Adaptive

Contemporary

Other: ___

Notes:

Cylinder Make______________________________________Model __________________________Location __________________

Please add any links to products here:



FINAL SURVEY NOTES

Customer Priorities:

Surveyor Recommendations:

Additional Notes:

Customer Signature: Date:

Surveyor Signature: Date:

Christy Plumbing & Heating - Bathroom Design & Installation Survey

27



Room dimensions: ___ x ___ Scale: 1 square = ___cm

ROOM PLAN

Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd | 01234 325620 | info@christyplumbing.co.uk
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CONTACT Christy Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Telephone:

Email:

199 High Street,
Clapham. 

Bedford. MK41 6AJ

01234 325620

info@christyplumbing.co.uk
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